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People of mixed 
races common in 
area’s early years 


During the French peri- with native women, 
od in Northeastern Wis- So numerous were peo- 
consin (about 1630-1840 or pie of mixed racial ances- 
so) there was a wide accep- try that the French had 
tance of people of mixed names for them — among 
American Indian and them metis (cross-bred) or 
European descent, and gens libre (free man) — 
there was a wide tolerance none were considered 
of lifestyles. derogatory. 

Frenchmen often left Some well-known multi- 
agricultural labor to live in racial residents were 

American Indian settle- Charles de Langlade 

ments. And some Ameri- (“father of Wisconsin” and 

can Indians took up impor- often referred to as the 

tant positions in the state’s first white settler, 

newly-forming white com- although he was half- 

munities. Ottawa); Langlade’s son- 

With about 2(X) years of in-law Augustin Grignon, nearly full-blooded “mild and gentle manners, were notably fond of their Some of their descendants 

intermarriage, a large part and Langlade’s grandson Menominee, who vied with great vivacity, generous dogs and ponies which, were sent off to college in 

of the population of this Charles Grignon (by this Oshkosh for the position of and honest in their trans- like themselves, they dec- the East and returned as 

part of the state was multi- time less than one quarter head chief of the tribe. actions, and disposed to be orated with bells, feathers, merchants and lawyers, 

racial, (jovemment esti- white); Elizabeth Baird, In the earliest days, a civil and orderly com- fringe and embroidery. On the Menominee side, 

mates of the mid-lBOOs said wife of state attorney gen- multi-racial people often munity. They are hale and Later, many voyageurs many multi-racial people 

morfe than half of the eral Henry Baird; and post- became voyageurs — hearty, robust men, evi- settled down on land left the Green Bay area 

Menominees were of master (Seorge Lawe, son hunters, trappers and boat- dently accustomed to hard- grants near trading posts when the reservation was 

mixed racial heritage. A of trader John Lawe. men along the frontier, ships and exposure, to and married into French established, worked in that 

count of whites in the Others were Vieux Car- They were mainly which they submit cheer- Canadian and even British community’s sawmill and 

Green Bay region in 1824 ron (Elder Carron), who Catholic, although a few fully.” families. Their descen- built the towns of Keshena 

showed 130 men, of whom served as translator for the adopted traditional native They were experts with dants served as inter- and Neopit. 

only seven had white Menominees, his son beliefs. Maj. Samuel Wood canoes, snowshoes and prefers, trading post man- 

wives. The rest had formal Glode (Claude) and grand- wrote the U.S. Secretary of dogsleds, depended on agers, Indian agents and (Submitted by Nan 

and informal marriages son Tomah (Thomas), a War in 1849 that they had their pipes of tobacco, and other government jobs. Nelson) 


Throughout this year of Wiscon¬ 
sin's Sesquicentennial celebration, 
the Press-Gazette 
will publish a 
series of stories / 
on local histo- 
ry. This fea- Ul 
ture, prepared 
with the assis- V 

tance of the ^ 

Brown County His¬ 
torical Society, will appear on Mon 
days. 




State Histoncal Society of Wisconsin 

Rachel Lawe Grignon, daughter of 
John Lawe and Therese Rankin and 
great granddaughter of Chippewa 
Chief Ashwabemy, managed her fa¬ 
ther’s fur trade durino his absences 
from Green Bay. She often wore 
American Indian clothing. 


State Histofical Society of Wisconsin 

Therese Marcot Lasaliere Schindler 
continued her father's fur trade at 
Michilimackinac after his death. She 
traded primarily with the American 
Fur Trade Company. She died in 
Green Bay in 1955 at the age of 80. 
She was half Ottawa. 









